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Wednesbury Town Profile 
 
Wednesbury is one of six towns in Sandwell. It is situated in the north of Sandwell and contains the 
wards of Friar Park, Wednesbury North and Wednesbury South. Wednesbury borders Walsall to the 
North. 
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Demographics  
 
Age and Sex 
 

 

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) 
 

The population of Wednesbury in mid-2020 was estimated to be 39,491 (males-19,503 (49.4%), 
females-19,988 (50.6%)). 

Wednesbury has a proportionally older age profile than Sandwell, but a younger age profile than 
England.   
 
Ethnicity 

Area White 
Mixed/ 
multiple 

ethnic groups 

Asian/ 
Asian British 

Black/ 
African/ 

Caribbean/ 
Black British 

Other Ethnic 
Group 

Wednesbury 81.4% 2.5% 12.1% 3.3% 0.7% 
Sandwell 69.9% 3.3% 19.2% 6.0% 1.6% 
England 85.4% 2.3% 7.8% 3.5% 1.0% 

Source: ONS 2011 Census Data 
 

 18.6% of Wednesbury’s population are from ethnic minorities.  This is lower than Sandwell 
(30.1%) but higher than England (14.6%). 
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Deprivation- 2019 
 
Wednesbury Town Map, showing the three wards, deprivation and some key facilities at spring 
2020 (some assets at the same postcode may not show as another asset may show on top of them) 
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 Source: The English Indices of Deprivation 2019, Department for Communities and Local 
Government 
 
 

  
Deprivation-  
In England, the lower layer super output areas (LSOA*) are ranked into 10 deciles for Deprivation. 

 75.0% of the LSOAs in Wednesbury are in the 20% most deprived LSOA in England (Sandwell- 
60.2%) 

 95.8% of the LSOAs in Wednesbury are in the 40% most deprived LSOA in England (Sandwell- 
80.6%) 

 All of the LSOAs of Wednesbury are in the 50% most deprived LSOA in England. 
 

Wednesbury’s Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI) and Income Deprivation Affecting 
Older People Index (IDAOPI) Scores are in the 20% most deprived areas in England. 

Overall Wednesbury is more deprived than England and Sandwell and its deprivation score would put it in 
the 20% most deprived areas in England.  
 
*LSOA are areas with between 1,000 and 3,000 people 
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Gambling 
 
The table below gives a breakdown of the gambling premises licenses/permits in Wednesbury at 
January 2021. 
 

Gambling Premises Licenses/Permits* Number 
Gaming Machine Permits  7 
Club Machine Permits 1 
Adult Gaming Centre  1 
Betting Premises Licences 5 
Bingo Premises Licences 2 
Casino Premises Licences 2 
Track Betting Premises Licence 0 
Unlicensed Family Entertainment 
Centre 

0 

Family Entertainment Centre  0 
Total 18 

 
                                                                       *Data excludes automatic entitlements 

                                          Source: Sandwell Trading Standards 
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Data isn’t always available for Wednesbury as a town and so data for the most relevant geography 
will be provided. Some datasets are only available for the Westminster Parliamentary constituencies 
and Wednesbury town is mainly in the West Bromwich West constituency. 
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Inclusive Growth 
 
Inclusive Growth (economic growth that benefits everyone) is a key theme for Sandwell Council and 
the West Midlands Combined Authority.  Inclusive Growth indicators are grouped into two themes 
which both have three dimensions. Picking one indicator for each dimension: - 
 

 
 
Source: ONS and Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS)- based on the work 
of the Inclusive Growth Analysis Unit 
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Child Development at Age 5 
Early Years (% of children achieving a good level of development)-2019 
 
Percentage of pupils achieving a good level of development at age 5, 2019 
 
Wednesbury town (70%), Sandwell (67%) and England (72%) 
 

Source: Sandwell Council/Department for Education 
 

Key Stage 4 Outcomes (2019) 

Attainment 8  

Wednesbury town (42.3), Sandwell (42.2) and England (46.7) 

Pupils who attended a school in Wednesbury achieved a slightly higher attainment 8 score than 
Sandwell. However, this is still below England state funded schools.  
 
Progress 8 

Wednesbury town (-0.20), Sandwell (-0.19) and England (-0.03) 

Pupils who attended a school in Wednesbury had a slightly lower level of progress than Sandwell 
and lower than England (state funded schools).  The score for Sandwell is -0.19 which means that 
pupils made less progress, on average, than pupils across England who got similar results at the end 
of key stage 2.  A negative progress score does not mean that pupils did not make any progress; 
rather it means they made less progress than other pupils nationally with similar starting points.  
 
Source: Sandwell Council/Department for Education 

For further information please refer to the ‘Secondary accountability measures’ guide.  

Life Expectancy and Healthy Life Expectancy at Birth 
 
Data in red indicates the ward is statistically significantly lower than England 
Data in amber indicates the ward is not statistically significantly different to England 
 
Life Expectancy at Birth, 2016 to 2020 
 

Area 
Life Expectancy 
(Years) 
Female Male  

Friar Park 81.7 74.8 
Wednesbury 
North 79.2 75.6 

Wednesbury 
South 80.1 75.2 

Sandwell 80.9 76.4 
England 83.2 79.5 

Source: The Office for Health Improvement and Disparities analysis of ONS death registration data 
and mid-year population estimates. 
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 Female life expectancy at birth in Friar Park was similar to England’s. In the other two wards it 

was statistically significantly lower than England’s. 
 

 Male life expectancy at birth in all three wards was statistically significantly lower than 
England’s. 

 
Healthy life expectancy at birth is only available for the 2009-13 period for wards. 
 
Healthy Life Expectancy at Birth by 2011 Census wards – 2009 to 2013 
 

Ward 
Healthy Life Expectancy 
(Years) 

Proportion of Life Spent in 
"Good" Health 

Female Male  Female Male  
Friar Park 56.9 55.6 70.3% 73.1% 
Wednesbury North 56.9 57.2 70.9% 75.3% 
Wednesbury South 57.3 56.6 70.4% 74.1% 
England 64.8 63.5 78.1% 80.2% 

Source: ONS 
 

 Female and male healthy life expectancy were statistically significantly lower than England’s in 
all three wards in Wednesbury. 

 The proportion of life spent in ‘Good’ health (healthy life expectancy for 2009 to 2013 divided 
by life expectancy for 2009 to 2013) was lower for both females and males in all three wards 
in Wednesbury than for England. 

 Healthy life expectancy was close for both females and males, but the proportion of life spent 
in “Good” health was higher for males because male life expectancy in 2009 to 2013 was 
lower than female life expectancy. 

 Healthy life expectancy for both females and males was lower than the present state pension 
age (66) for all three wards in Wednesbury and in England and so people may not necessarily 
be healthy enough to work until the state pension age. 
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 Health and Wider Indicators  
 

 The spine chart below shows indicators for Wednesbury compared to Sandwell and England.   
 

 
 

Source: www.localhealth.org.uk the spreadsheet in the following link explains each indicator: -  
Spine Chart Indicator Definitions Spring 2020 
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On the previous Spine Chart: - 
 

 The light grey is the range of values in England at that geography 
 The dark grey is the range of values in the middle 50% of values in England at that geography. 

Any values outside of this area are in the lowest or highest 25% of values. 
 The figure for England is shown by the vertical black line  
 The coloured dot shows where this geography is within England and the colours indicate 

significance compared to England (as described above and below the spine chart) 
 Standardised Admission Ratio (SAR)/ Standardised Mortality Ratio (SMR) - Standardisation 

compares actual figures with expected figures if they followed the structure of that population 
e.g. age and gender.  

 SAR/SMR Interpretation: - Figures over 100 are higher than expected and less than 100 are lower 
than expected. England is 100 because the England population structure is used in this data. 
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