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Town Profile: 

Smethwick 
 
Smethwick is one of six towns in Sandwell. It is situated in the southeast of Sandwell and contains 
the wards of Abbey, Smethwick, Soho and Victoria, and St Pauls. Smethwick borders Birmingham to 
the east. 

 
 

Geographic Information: 

Abbey, Smethwick, Soho and Victoria, and St Pauls wards are within 

Smethwick town. 

Area size: 14.73 square km 

Population: (2021): 64,007 residents 

Town density: 4,345 residents per sq. Km 

Sandwell density: 3,826 residents per sq. Km 
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1. Demographics  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Source: Census 2021, ONS 

 
 
 
 

Male 

49.5% 

31,690 

Female 

50.5% 

32,326 

Smethwick Population 

estimate, 2021 

64,007 
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Population Growth, 2021  
2011 2021 %Change 

Abbey 11,752 12,186 3.7 

Smethwick 14,146 15,472 9.4 

Soho and Victoria 15,042 19,629 30.5 

St Pauls 14,226 16,720 17.5 

Smethwick town 55,166 64,007 16.0 

SANDWELL 308,063 341,835 11 

      
Source: Census 2021, ONS 

 

 
 

Ethnicity, 2021

 
 

Source: Census 2021, ONS 

  

 

 
 
 
  

The population of Smethwick town grew by 16% between 2011 and 2021. Soho and Victoria ward 

had the largest percentage change of all the wards within Smethwick town, growing by 30.5%. 

Looking at broad age groups, the 20-64 group in Rowley Regis town had the largest increase, of 9.9% 

over the ten-year period. 

тс҈ ƻŦ {ƳŜǘƘǿƛŎƪΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ {ŀƴŘǿŜƭƭ όпу҈ύ 

and England (27%).  
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Economic Activity, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Source: Census 2021, ONS 

Unpaid Care, 2021 
 

 

 

Source: Census 2021, ONS 

Economically Active 

57.7% 
Sandwell: 58.3% 
Abbey: 67.2% 
Smethwick: 54.9% 
Soho and Victoria: 56.1% 
St Pauls: 54.7% 

Economically Inactive 

42.3% 
Sandwell: 41.7% 

Abbey: 32.8% 

Smethwick: 45.1% 

Soho and Victoria: 43.9% 

St Pauls: 45.3% 

29%    Full-time employed          Sandwell: 32.5% 

Abbey: 39.3% 

Smethwick: 27.9% 

Soho and Victoria: 25.5%  

St Pauls: 25.9% 

5.4%    Unemployed       Sandwell: 4.5% 

Abbey: 4.6% 

Smethwick: 4.8% 

Soho and Victoria: 6.2%  

St Pauls: 5.5% 

12.5%    Retired                      Sandwell: 17.4% 

Abbey: 16.0% 

Smethwick: 15.2% 

Soho and Victoria: 9.2%  

St Pauls: 11.0% 

5.1%    Long-term sick / Disabled 
Sandwell: 5.8% 

Abbey: 3.0% 

Smethwick: 6.5% 

Soho and Victoria: 5.1%  

St Pauls: 5.5% 

Residents providing unpaid care 

7.6% 
Sandwell: 9.3% 

Abbey: 8.2% 

Smethwick: 7.9% 

Soho and Victoria: 6.7% 

St Pauls: 8.0% 

2.4% providing 50 hrs a week or more 
Sandwell: 3.2% 

Abbey: 2.2% 

Smethwick: 2.7% 

Soho and Victoria: 2.2%  

St Pauls: 2.4% 

The number of full-time employees in Smethwick town is lower than Sandwell. Abbey has the 

lowest unemployment (4.6%) with the highest in Soho and Victoria (6.2%). These figures are higher 

than Sandwell (4.5%). Abbey also has the highest percentage of retired residents, with 16.0% 

compared to 17.4% across Sandwell. 

7.6% of residents in Smethwick town provide unpaid care, with 2.4% providing 50 hours a week or 

more. This is lower than Sandwell (3.2%). 
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Long term illness/Disability, 2021 
 

 
Source: Census 2021, ONS 

 

Source: Census 2021, ONS 

* This includes people disabled under the equality act and people with long term conditions with no limits on day-to-day 
activities (not disabled under equality act) 

 

 
Source: Census 2021, ONS 

% of Residents Long-Term Sick / 

Disabled * 

18.6% 
Sandwell: 22.8% 

Abbey: 22.3% 

Smethwick: 21% 

Soho and Victoria: 16% 

St Pauls: 16.9% 

% of households where no resident 

speaks English as a main language 

16.4% 
Sandwell: 8.6% 

Abbey: 8.0% 

Smethwick: 16.5% 

Soho and Victoria: 20.0% 

St Pauls: 20.7% 



 
 
 

6 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The percentage of residents who are disabled under the Equalities Act is in line with Sandwell, at 

14.7%. The percentage of residents who are long-term sick or disabled is lower than Sandwell at 

18.6%. 

The percentage of residents with no qualifications is slightly higher in Smethwick town (30%) than in 

Sandwell (29%). Abbey has the highest percentage of residents with a level 4 qualification or above 

(40%) which is much higher than Sandwell (23%). 

16% of households in Smethwick town have no resident who speaks English as a main language, 

compared to 9% in Sandwell. This is lower in Abbey (8%) and much higher in Soho and Victoria and 

St Pauls wards (20% and 21% respectively). 
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2. Deprivation 

 
 Source: Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, 2019 

In England, the lower layer super output areas (LSOA*) are ranked into 10 deciles for Deprivation. 

ω  рф҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [{h!Ωǎ {ƳŜǘƘǿƛŎƪ ǘƻǿƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нл҈ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ [{h!ǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ (Sandwell, 60%) 

 

{ƳŜǘƘǿƛŎƪΩǎ LƴŎƻƳŜ 5ŜǇǊƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ LƴŘŜȄ όL5!/Lύ ŀƴŘ LƴŎƻƳŜ 5ŜǇǊƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ hƭŘŜǊ 

People Index (IDAOPI) Scores are in the 20% (IDACI) & 10% (IDAOPI) most deprived areas in England. 

Overall Smethwick is more deprived than England and Sandwell and its deprivation score would put it in 

the 20% most deprived areas in England. 

 

*LSOA are areas with between 1,000 and 3,000 people 

All maps produced by Sandwell Public Health Research & Intelligence Team © Crown Copyright and Database Rights 2023,  

Ordnance Survey License no. AC0000824500 
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 Source: Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, 2019 




